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around the world people can buy and sell goods and  
send money through their cell phones. The influence is 
felt from the micro to the macro level, as it improves the 
lives of individuals, increases business in the area in 
which they live, and helps connect them to the global 
economy by allowing individuals to save and invest 
money in the local and global economies (Langfitt 
2011).

Haiti, one of the poorest nations in the world, also 
provides a great example of the potential positive power 
of Internet technology. Whereas only 10% of Haitians 
have bank accounts, 80% have cell phones. Aid agencies, 
after the earthquake of 2010, have been able to make use 
of this technology, distributing aid to far-flung refugees 
via their cell phones (Beaubien 2011; Partners in 
Prepaid 2012).

Using the Internet to promote saving and investment is 
one powerful means, just now being tapped, of addressing 
global poverty and inequality. Digital technology is an 
example of one important force changing the micro- to 
macro-level global stratification system—a spectrum of 
people and countries from the rich and elite to the poor 
and desperate.

We leave this discussion of stratification systems, 

including class systems, with a partial answer to 

the question posed at the beginning of this 

chapter: Why are some people rich and others 

poor? In the next two chapters, we expand the 

discussion to include other variables in 

stratification systems—race, ethnicity, and gender. 

By the end of these chapters, the answer to the 

opening question—why some have riches and 

some have only rags—should be even clearer. 

Socioeconomic status is important as a measure in 

any society, but it is not the sole basis for 

stratification. In the next chapter, we look at the 

role of race and ethnicity in social inequality.

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?

The issue of social stratification calls into question 

the widely held belief in the fairness of our economic 

system. By studying this issue, we better understand 

why some individuals are able to experience prestige 

(respect) and to control power and wealth at the 

micro, meso, and macro levels of the social system, 

whereas others  have  l i t t le  access  to  those 

resources. Few social forces affect your personal 

life at the micro level as much as stratification. 

That includes the decisions you make about  

TABLE 7.3  World Internet Usage  
by Region

World 
Regions

Internet 
Penetration  

(% Population)

% of Total 
Global Internet 

Users

Africa 28.6 9.8

Asia 40.2 48.2

Europe 73.5 18.0

Middle 
East

52.2 3.7

North 
America

87.9 9.3

Latin 
America/
Caribbean

55.9 10.2

Oceania/
Australia

73.2 0.8

WORLD 
TOTAL

46.4 100.0

Source: Internet World Statistics (2016).




